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• Poverty rates are consistently highest among black 
children, followed by Hispanic and white children. 
• Children under age 6 who live in rural areas are 
more likely to be poor than young children in 
other locales, regardless of race. 
• Rural poverty rates are as high as 55.8 percent 
among young black children, 40.4 percent 
among young Hispanics, and 22.2 percent 
among young white children. 
• In central cities, poverty rates are significantly 
lower than in rural places, at 45.3 percent for 
young black children, 37.3 percent for young 
Hispanic children, and 14.1 percent for young 
white children.
• The lowest poverty rates are in the suburbs (31.3 
percent of young black children, 24.9 percent 
of young Hispanic children, and 11.0 percent of 
young white children are poor).
• Single-mother families (including divorced, 
separated, or widowed) in rural america face the 
highest poverty rates (49.4 percent), often nearly 
five times higher than married couples with 
children in the same areas. 
• Nearly one in ten married couples with children 





























































White 14.0 +/-	0.24 14.1 +/-0.53 11.0 +/-0.27 22.2 +/-0.56
Black 41.0 +/-0.51 45.3 +/-0.77 31.3 +/-2.79 55.8 +/-1.80
Hispanic 33.6 +/-0.41 37.3 +/-0.62 24.9 +/-0.58 40.4 +/-1.52
Children Under 18
White
United States 12.0 +/-0.12 12.6 +/-0.29 9.4 +/-0.27 18.5 +/-0.29
Northeast 9.7 +/-0.23 14.8 +/-0.78 7.4 +/-0.25 16.4 +/-0.65
Midwest 13.1 +/-0.22 15.6 +/-0.61 10.0 +/-0.26 20.0 +/-0.45
South 13.0 +/-0.21 11.2 +/-0.47 10.6 +/-0.25 20.6 +/-0.48
West 10.5 +/-0.26 10.8 +/-0.44 9.2 +/-0.32 15.3 +/-0.73
Black
United States 36.3 +/-0.34 41.0 +/-0.97 27.0 +/-0.53 48.9 +/-1.03
Northeast 31.1 +/-0.78 34.9 +/-1.06 24.5 +/-1.31 25.2 +/-5.63
Midwest 44.1 +/-0.74 49.7 +/-0.90 32.0 +/-1.38 39.9 +/-3.65
South 36.2 +/-0.45 40.9 +/-0.77 26.6 +/-0.65 50.3 +/-1.08
West 30.3 +/-1.16 33.2 +/-1.52 26.6 +/-1.88 26.4 +/-7.70
Hispanic
United States 30.8 +/-0.25 34.8 +/-0.37 25.1 +/-0.39 36.6 +/-0.88
Northeast 32.1 +/-0.72 39.7 +/-1.00 23.0 +/-1.01 30.3 +/-8.85
Midwest 30.5 +/-0.76 36.5 +/-1.25 22.8 +/-1.18 34.3 +/-1.95
South 33.1 +/-0.42 36.3 +/-0.72 28.3 +/-0.53 42.2 +/-1.94
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Married couples with children
united	states 7.5 +/-0.11 10.0 +/-0.27 5.5 +/-0.14 9.9 +/-0.34
northeast 5.0 +/-0.26 10.1 +/-0.73 3.1 +/-0.22 6.5 +/-0.56
Midwest 6.5 +/-0.20 9.6 +/-0.51 4.4 +/-0.22 8.6 +/-0.52
south 8.5 +/-0.20 10.3 +/-0.48 6.5 +/-0.26 12.0 +/-0.57
West 8.6 +/-0.25 9.9 +/-0.40 7.4 +/-0.33 9.7 +/-0.87
Single mothers
united	states 40.0 +/-0.36 43.8 +/-0.58 33.2 +/-0.49 49.4 +/-0.87
northeast 36.6 +/-0.65 43.6 +/-0.84 29.9 +/-1.11 39.8 +/-2.05
Midwest 42.2 +/-0.72 48.3 +/-1.37 34.1 +/-1.14 46.8 +/-1.42
south 42.1 +/-0.53 44.7 +/-0.68 34.5 +/-0.68 54.0 +/-1.38
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